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College Board Female Diversity Award 
KOAA featured a story about 

Coronado’s College Board AP 

Computer Science Female Diversity 

Award on News 5 at 5 on February 19, 

2020. Interviewed were AP computer 

sciences teacher Kyle Yeh, and senior 

Ariana Bower. Wanting to create an 

interest in the STEM fields, Coronado 

solicited interest in computer science 

by personally inviting all students to 

enroll, with or without programming 

experience. Mr. Yeh reports, "It's not 

the stereotypical just writing lines and 

lines of code in a dark room...there's 

a lot of design process, collaborating, 

and working together and a lot of 

students like that.” Ariana agrees, 

"There's been times when it seems 

like some people knew better than 

me, but that's not always true 

and everyone has different ideas and it should be even 

grounds for everyone participating.” 

Of the 20,000 schools that offer AP courses, Coronado was 

one of only 639 to be recognized for achieving this impressive 

honor by acknowledging the outstanding work Coronado is 

doing to close the gender equity gap in computer science. 

Coronado has 50% or more females represented in one or 

both AP computer sciences courses that meet or exceed that 

of the school’s female population. See more here!  

AAFCU Art Awards 
Every year, the Air Academy Federal Credit Union sponsors 

student art competitions for the various school districts in our 

region, awarding thousands of dollars in scholarship money to 

K-12 artists. The show is juried by grade level and students 

receive cash awards. In this years District 11 AAFCU Art 

Competition, Coronado artists won eleven of the 16 

scholarships awards, totaling $1375! Their work is on display 

at the Imagination Celebration Urban Space on the lower level 

of the Citadel Mall, next to the food court, Tuesday-Saturday 

from 1-5 pm. Please congratulate the following students: 

     Freshmen:  

     1st place in 2D-Kyla Gonzalez, 1st place in 3D-Indigo 

Arcila, 2nd place-Megan Moro, 3rd place-Auvianna Wilson 

     Sophomores: 

     1st place in 2D-Mabel Starkie, 1st place in 3D-Garrett 

Costa, 3rd place-Mallory Hajek 

     Juniors: 

     1st place in 3D-Adonay Cervantez and BEST OF SHOW, 

2nd place-Madi Thompson 

     Seniors: 

     2nd place-Piper Colton, 3rd place-Julianna Geronazzo 

February 25 was the artists’ opening and award ceremony for 

the Air Academy Federal Credit Union Show. In addition to 

winning a first place award for juniors in 3D art, Adonay 

Cervantez was awarded Best in Show for his sculpture. In her 

many years of entering work in this show, this is the first time 

she has seen this award given to a sculpture student. 

Congratulations are also in order for Lucas Magnuson for 

mentoring our outstanding 3D art students, three of whom 

won first place in their grade.  
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https://www.d11.org/Coronado
https://www.d11.org/Coronado
https://mms.tveyes.com/Transcript.asp?StationID=3500&DateTime=2%2F19%2F2020+5%3A09%3A13+AM&Term=Coronado+High+School&PlayClip=TRUE
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2020 iInspire Award 
Congratulations to Davon Brown for 

being chosen as one of a handful of 

students to receive the El Paso 

Country 2020 iInspire Award. Davon 

will be interviewed via videotape the 

week of February 24, 2020.  iInspire 

Awards honor five youths who have 

overcome adversity and inspired 

others. Each of the iInspire Award 

recipients will be paired with a leader from the community in 

a mentorship program. These recipients are self motivated 

and connect with the right encouragement to further their 

lives and their legacy, hopefully inspiring future generations. 
Sophie Urban 

KCME radio interviewed Coronado junior Sophie Urban with 
host Simon Jacobson on the Cultural Zone in February 2020. 
Sophie is an accomplished young lady with many titles to her 
honor including the International Trumpet Guild Young Artists 
Award, winner of the Wind Brass Concerto competition in 
2018 and the Silver Medal Special Award  at the Vienna 
International Music competition and the Berliner Music 
competition. 

Sophie picked up the trumpet at 7 years of age, taking lessons 
with Thomas Wilson, conductor of the Colorado Springs 
Chamber Orchestra and Philip Hembree, Associate Principal 
Trumpet in the Colorado Springs Symphony. Sophie’s dreams 
for the future includes majoring in trumpet performance at 
her schools of choice, Curtis Institute of Music or Rice 
University. She would love to play in a professional Broadway 
pit orchestra, freelance, and play in a brass quintet or jazz 
band on the side. 

An active member of Grace and St. Stephens Episcopal Church 
in Colorado Springs, Sophie is an accomplished pianist and 
sings in two choirs, which she claims have helped her gain 
confidence in her art and improved her musical ability to 
phrase and support her trumpet playing. Performing recently 
in honor of Martin Luther King Jr. Day, she incorporated his “I 
Have a Dream” speech with segments of Peter Meechan’s 
composition of “A Night Devoid of Stars.” She has performed 
internationally while with the Colorado Springs Youth 
Symphony to Australia, New Zealand and the Caribbean, and 
last summer with the Denver Young Artists in Salzburg, 
Vienna, Prague and Bratislava, Slovakia. She’s got the world in 
her hands. 

MATH CLUB 
Coronado Math Club members were invited to participate in 

the second round of the University of Northern Colorado 

Math Competition in January and the results are in:  Rygar 

Schyberg and Aidan Janney each received First Honorable 

Mention, which places them in the top 50 of over 170 

students. A great feat overall. Although the team placed 

lower than they did at CSU Pueblo, this is a state-wide 

competition, whereas CSU Pueblo only involved 14 schools. 

See the results here!  

https://www.d11.org/Coronado
https://www.d11.org/Coronado
https://uncmathcontest.files.wordpress.com/2020/02/2020-final-round-results-4.pdf
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National Merit Scholarship Program 
Mark Bloomfield has advanced to 

Finalist standing in the NMSP of 2020 

by demonstrating through 

distinguished performance high 

potential for future academic 

accomplishment. All winners of Merit 

Scholarship awards are chosen from 

the Finalist group based on their 

abilities, skills, and accomplishment 

and are evaluated by their academic 

record, the school’s curriculum and grading system, two sets 

of SAT test scores, a personal recommendation, information 

about the student’s activities and leadership, and the 

Finalists’ own essay. 7500 winners will be announced in 

March 2020. 

PTA Founders Day 
Coronado PTA honored parent volunteer Monica Sharman 

and Assistant Principal Addie Arnell at the February 20, 2020 

PTA Founders’ Day banquet. 

Monica has been a PTA member at Coronado High School for 

at least five years, if not more, and has been instrumental to 

the success of many of our programs and events. We 

celebrate Monica's generosity of her time and serving spirit, 

as she has been someone on whom we can count to be there 

when we need her. She's one of those incredible informal 

leaders that just steps in and does what is needed without 

being asked, and because of this, so much gets accomplished 

without anyone knowing it needed to be done! She is our 

Volunteer of the Year. 

Addie is our faculty liaison and Assistant Principal at Coronado 

High School.  She is a strong team partner in all aspects of her 

job and really makes connecting to over 100 staff members 

seamless. She has enabled easy, quick and effective 

communication with the entire Coronado population via 

email, text and Facebook, allowing us to garner support from 

all parents, guardians and community partners for many of 

our events throughout the year. Addie is student-centered, 

creating the best environment for each student’s success. She 

gives her full attention to each staff member and her door is 

always open. She is kind and fair and always has a smile on 

her face. 

The Foundation for D11 Grant 

The Foundation for School District 11 is dedicated to creating 

opportunities for the community to strengthen educational 

experiences in School District 11. They offer opportunities to 

educators by awarding grants to those who are making an 

impact with students in our community. Karen Teja presented 

social studies teacher and boys’ head basketball coach David 

Thomas with $300 to purchase an iPad which can be used 

both in the classroom and on the court to help impact more 

students.  

https://www.d11.org/Coronado
https://www.d11.org/Coronado
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ROBOTICS 
By Leah Abeyta      The Coronado Robotics Team Cougars 

Gone Wired finished their build season and are preparing for 

two competitions in March. Their Parent Sponsor Dinner and 

Scrimmage were a great success, more than 200 spectators 

and 23 robots were in the Coronado Gym on February 22nd 

for the event. They had a tennis court sized field for the 

robots to compete, 23 robotics teams from Colorado, and 

visits from three D11 Board of Education members. Now the 

team is preparing their red and yellow robot for two regional 

competitions.  

They will be competing at the Colorado Regional at the 

University of Denver Magness Arena March 19th-21st. Then 

at the Idaho Regional at the Ford Idaho Center March 26th-

28th. If they win either competition or win a special award 

they will qualify for the World Championship and travel to 

Houston. They encourage fans and spectators to visit the 

Colorado Regional, especially on the 21st when the 

competition will be most exciting. For more information 

about the team, game, or events visit the teams website 

www.team2996.com. 

FBLA 
Four Coronado students attended the FBLA (Future Business 

Leaders of America) district-wide competition in February . 

Three of the four qualified for the April State Leadership 

Conference where members compete in events that test their 

business knowledge and skills. 

*Emily Culbertson-State qualifier in Business Calculations; 

students use high levels of mathematics to solve business 

problems. 

*Emily Sharp-State qualifier in Business Communications; 

students learn to communicate in writing, speaking and 

listening in a manner clearly understood by the receiver of the 

message. 

*Dillon Turner-State qualifier as FBLA student; outstanding 

FBLA members demonstrate leadership qualities, 

participation, and exhibit knowledge and skills essential for 

successful careers in business. 

Noah Garcia – competed in Business Communications and 

Sales Presentation, but did not qualify for state. L to R: Emily Culbertson, Emily Sharp, Dillon Turner, Noah Garcia 

https://www.d11.org/Coronado
https://www.d11.org/Coronado
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.team2996.com/__;!!PxqSVfdnIr8-KgU!pHzlZ4-7eYt7a25myuZkFSg9Bx_1EU71K3b9QuTKXKEOCZL7fOCurzvOmc51JBtCZm78$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.team2996.com/__;!!PxqSVfdnIr8-KgU!pHzlZ4-7eYt7a25myuZkFSg9Bx_1EU71K3b9QuTKXKEOCZL7fOCurzvOmc51JBtCZm78$
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Wrestling 
It was a crazy weekend with many up and downs, a roller 

coaster of emotions at the 2020 State Wrestling Tournament 

at the Pepsi Center in Denver February 20-22, 2020. Coronado 

wrestlers Angel Flores, Daven Ollier-Monell, Ben Nagel, Luke 

Smith, Andrew Cruz, and Ben Tonnessen competed very well 

placing 12th overall as a team in the 4A State Tournament. 

Ben Tonnessen wrestled a great tournament placing third at 

195 pounds. Ben came back from a heart breaking loss in the 

semifinals to win a tough match by a score of 4-3, this win 

gave Ben a chance to take 3rd place. Ben beat the # 1 ranked 

wrestler 8-3 in that match to take 3rd place honors. 

"Toughest man in the bracket takes 3rd." 

Angel Flores was crowned a State Champion at 126 pounds. 

Angel came back in the semifinals to win an overtime match 

which highlighted the #1 and #2 ranked wrestlers in the State. 

Angel came from behind to tie the match in the last seconds,  

Wrestling 
Coronado sophomore Candice Brickell (17-3) captured the Region 3 #105 

wrestling title with an 11-3 major decision over Fountain-Fort Carson 

freshman Katerine Seals (7-9). Candice sprained her ankle in her quarter-

final match but persevered through that match and won. This put Candice 

in the medal round by making it to the semi-finals. Candice was advised not 

to continue with her injury and therefore placed 6th at the state 

tournament on Saturday, February 8, 2020. Candice has the honor of being 

the first girl in Coronado History to place in the Girls State Tournament. 

Candice Brickell on the medal stand at state 

taking the match into overtime. Angel was not to be denied 

and hit a power double takedown to win one of the most 

exciting matches at the State Tournament. This win sent 

Angel to the State Finals on Saturday night. In the Finals Angel 

dominated his opponent 11-1 to become one of Coronado's 

elite champions.  

Go Cougars, well done. Read more here!  

 

XTRA Sports Athlete of the Week 
XTRA Sports 1300 want to recognize the best student-athletes 

of the week with your vote. The athlete with the most votes 

appear on Drive Time Sports Fridays at 3:35 pm. Polls close at 

midnight each Thursday night. Angel Flores was nominated 

for  the week of February 24 – 27, 2020, but did not receive 

the most votes.  

https://www.d11.org/Coronado
https://www.d11.org/Coronado
https://www.koaa.com/sports/2020-chsaa-state-wrestling-championship-round?fbclid=IwAR3JUZIVey2hKENGK5dzW4SWC3q_YKuwsuWFY6vIZWhGNOhl3mUX3GbOFDQ
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Diving 
Taking up 

diving the 

beginning of 

her junior year, 

senior Lauren 

Gryboski 

claimed 2nd 

place at State 

diving on 

February 19, 

2020. Scoring 

367.15 points 

after 8 dives 

and 522.15 

after 11, Lauren finished just 7.5 points off the leader. She 

registered a score of 55 on her favorite drive, a front 1-1/2 

with 1 twist. 

D11 Athlete of the Month 
D11 initiated a new program “Student Athlete of the Month.” 

Every month each high school nominates outstanding student 

athletes who exemplify the characteristics of commitment, 

desire, focus, teamwork and academics. All high school 

athletic directors cast their vote. Recipients for September are 

Jenna Ruggaber (softball) and Reilly Fredell (boys’ tennis), 

October is Grace Abernethy (girls’ cross country), and 

November is Amara Austin (volleyball). Congratulations and 

keep making Coronado proud. 

Bowling 
Bowling Club rocked it! Coach Korey Kuykendall fielded two 

teams this year with a total of 12 bowlers. One team qualified 

for the State tournament at Big Daddy’s Sunset Bowl in 

Pueblo on February 15, 2020. 30 teams and 180 bowlers 

competed for the state title in team and individual events. 

Front: Madeline Jonasen   2nd row: Schulyer Jonasen, Callista 
Wilson, Madison Shirola   3rd row: Alex Glass, Damien Hammond, 
Ian Wyrwa   Back: Trystan Hayden, David Alcantar, Brian Eick, Daniel 
Rauch, Coach Korey Kuykendall Not pictured: Connor Gannon 

Jenna Ruggaber (L) and Amara Austin (R) 

Reilly Fredell 

Grace Abernethy 

Photos courtesy of the Gazette 

https://www.d11.org/Coronado
https://www.d11.org/Coronado

